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2012 California Primary Final Results
Show 31% Turnout and Most Ballots Cast by Mail

S\%S\CRAMENTO — A record number of Californians chose a mailbox over a polling place when
they voted in the June 5 Presidential Primary Election, as reported in the Statement of the Vote
certified today by Secretary of State Debra Bowen.

The June 2012 vote-by-mail ratio of 65% topped the previous record set in the May 19, 2009,
Statewide Special Election in which 62% of ballots were cast by mail.

Overall, 5,328,296 voters participated in the election, which is 31.1% of the total voters
registered in the state. The lowest voter turnout for any statewide election in California was
28.2% in June 2008.

“Given the ease and convenience that voting by mail offers, it’s not surprising to see more and
more people choose to cast their ballots from home,” said Secretary Bowen, California’s chief
elections officer.

Counties with the highest voter turnout as a percentage of registered voters were Sierra (59.2%),
Alpine (58.6%) and Amador (57.1%). Sierra and Alpine are the only California counties that
conduct elections entirely by mail. Countywide turnout was lowest in Los Angeles (21.8%), San
Bernardino (23.7%) and Orange (26.5%).

The certified election results, including county-by-county numbers and historical statistics on
voter eligibility, registration and turnout, are available on the Secretary of State’s website at
WWW.S0S.ca.gov/elections/sov/2012-primary.

The Secretary of State’s office will release a Supplement to the Statement of VVote by November
10. The supplement will include details about how votes were cast by each city and each
legislative, congressional, county supervisorial and Board of Equalization district.

Keep up with the latest California election news and trivia by following @CASOSvote on
Twitter. To sign up for ballot measure updates via email, RSS feed or Twitter, go to
WWW.S0S.ca.gov/multimedia.
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